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Programs and Services
Trove Time has proven to be successful, indeed! With 17 sessions since September 25, the program has had
over 700 attendees!

Interest in Mother Goose Time continues to grow. For the October Halloween theme,
Bobby featured some fun books to let the kids know that they had nothing to fear from
monsters; in fact it was quite the opposite: Go Away, Big Green Monster! by Ed
Emberley; Tickle Monster by Edouard Manceau and Monster Trouble by Lane
Fredrickson. Raquel and Bobby ran four total Mother Goose Time sessions in October
with 251 attendees! Bobby notes as a contrast, they ran six sessions in June with a
total of 207 attendees. The demand is such that Trove staff have had to,

unfortunately, turn away attendees on a regular basis throughout October. As a result of the demand, starting
in January, Trove staff are committing to offering Mother Goose twice weekly on Mondays and Saturdays.
Tech Tuesdays for Grades 1-3 began in October. Raquel, Donnie, Ashley and Josh offered sessions on
Augmented Reality (AR), Computer Animation, Coding and Robotics.

Austin ran a variety of Tech Tuesdays for Grades 4-6. Sessions included Robotics, which made use of the
Ozobots, as well as the Library’s new Botley and Dash and Dot robots.

On October 22, Chess instructor Alan Abrams to visited the Library’s Chess Club. Donnie indicated that it “was
a sight to see.” He not only taught players, and adults alike, chess moves and strategies, but he also played all
of the kids simultaneously (simultaneous exhibition).

Eleven kids attended Raquel’s Kid's Coloring program held on October 18 where they colored traditional
coloring sheets, but also took turns using the augmented reality app, Quiver. They were able to color
2-dimensional coloring sheets that with Quiver transformed into 3D interactive “toys.” For example, trucks
"drove" on smooth and bumpy roads, and penguins "ice skated."
Donnie’s LEGO STEM Club for Grades 4-6 featured making stop motion animations with LEGOs as this month’s
activity. The kids had a great time building and filming their creations.

In addition to helping to plan and create activities for the 5th Edge-versary party in December, the Do Gooders
teen community service club worked with Joan Lloyd to create earrings and jewelry to donate to a women’s
shelter.

Ashley held her first Game On! B
 oard game programs and Family Karaoke! programs in October. In Game On!
attendees played a variety of fun games together. Currently, the board game program is split into grades 1-3
and grades 4-6 sessions, but Ashley intends to have it be one program starting in January. During the karaoke
program, the children were able to sing whatever songs they wanted and show off their singing talents to the
whole group!

The Monster Puppet Playtime show with puppeteer Nicola Rose was a fun and hilarious time. Twenty-eight
kids and twenty four adults giggled, danced, and had a silly spooky time while Nicola read stories and had her
various monster puppets interact with the children.

Raquel and Tata held their annual series of Day of the Dead Workshops in which ten families participated
creating elaborate altars honoring deceased family members. At the final meeting, each family spoke of the
honoree and exchanged ideas and prior experiences with the celebration from their countries or origin. For
the first time, Indian, Ecuadorian and Argentinian families took part in the program. The altars on on display
in the Trove throughout the month of November.

Displays
Tata created book displays for Halloween, Autumn, Day of the Dead and Diwali.

Raquel created a beautiful display in the case outside the Trove entrance advertising the Diwali Celebration on
November 4.

5th Annual Battle of the Books
The 5th annual countywide Battle of the Books (BOB) took place on October 20 at Hendrick Hudson High
School. Kathlyn served as the President of the planning committee. Between November 2017 and October
2018, she prepared for the tournament with a team of librarians from other participating Westchester
libraries. All of their hard work paid off, as the event was successful and went smoothly. Thirty-three teams
from twenty libraries participated, with over 300 team members and their families attending. At the Battle,
The Edge team, “The White Plains Waffles,” came in 5th in their division and beat rivals Peekskill. The Trove’s
“Raging Pages” team made it to the semifinals!

Kathlyn and Bobby noted that several parents approached Kathlyn and Bobby to praise the teens’ spirit of
teamwork. One parent observed that the team spent more time discussing and confirming the answers with
each other before giving their final answer. Another parent complimented the team on their positive attitude,
supporting their teammates even when they got a question wrong. The teams and our staff deserve a great
deal of congratulations for their hard work over the past several months- training, reading and practicing Bonnie, Deb and Donnie with the “Raging Pages” and Kathlyn and Bobby with the “The White Plains Waffles.”
The youth involved become a true team, take the competition seriously, and most importantly have a great
time, and that is due to our staffs’ dedication.

Meetings, Visits, Outreach, Professional Development & Other Items
Tata attended an Anne Izzard Award committee meeting and discussed possible candidates for the prize.
Ashley attended New York Comic Con
 (NYCC) at the beginning of October.  Some of the panels she found
interesting and helpful included “Queer Comics For Kids of All Ages,” “The Librarian Is In: #ComicsForAll Reading Recommendations and Suggestions for Kids, Teens, and Adult Readers,” as well as, “Disney Publishing

Presents: What's New and Upcoming from Disney Publishing.” It was also beneficial to walk around the show
floor and discuss just published and forthcoming titles from each of the publishers at the conference.
In October, Bobby continued the Library’s successful partnership with the
Family Services of Westchester's Early Head Start Socialization program. In this
bilingual program, Bobby welcomed the caregivers, children, and EHS-Early
Childhood Education coordinators to the library and explained a bit about the
services provided in the Trove. Following this, they all sang twelve spirited
rounds of "Tumba-laca Tumba-lacaTumba-la!" from the bi-lingual El Día de los
Muertos themed book Little Skeletons / Esqueletitos: Countdown to Midnight.
All the participants were very excited, and many informed him that they now
planned on getting their very first library card!
Josh attended the Westchester Children’s Association Vision 0-3 Conference on October 16. He heard many
moving presentations advocating for programs, support and collaboration to provide services that meet the
needs of children ages 0-3 and their caregivers.

The Fatherhood Literacy Initiative (FLI) kicked off in October in partnership with the Youth Bureau. Donnie,
along with his father, visited three sites in White Plains, met with around 200 community members to discuss
services and programs offered by the Library and the Youth Bureau, and the importance of early literacy, and
distributed 118 picture books and board books featuring positive interactions between fathers and their
young children. Donnie plans to continue, and expand, the program in the Spring and early next Fall.

Josh attended George Washington Elementary’s Family Reading Night again this year, and read to groups of
parents and children. This was the 25th year the school has held this event.

Raquel attended the Lights on Afterschool event at the YWCA on October 25. The annual event celebrates the
importance of educational, enriching, and safe after school programs in the lives of children. 127 children in
grades K-6 greatly enjoyed building cubes, pyramids and other great creations with the STEM-based, Crazy
Scientist Strawbees Kits, that Raquel had brought with her to the event.

All five Second Grade classes - 100 children! - from Mamaroneck Avenue School visited the Trove on October
10. Raquel presented the storytimes, while Donnie and Ashley conducted tours for the classes to introduce
them to the whole Library. The kids especially enjoyed the story, Open Very Carefully: A Book with Bite by
Nicola O'Byrne and Nick Bromley; and they were great at helping to tell the cumulative flannel-board story,
The Enormous Turnip.

In addition, all five Kindergarten classes from Post Road School visited, with two classes on October 17 and
three classes on October 24. The kindergartners were especially excited to see the new toys in the Trove, and

were enthusiastic about returning with their families to the Library to play with them. Raquel conducted
storytimes, while Donnie gave tours to the children and their families. One of the teachers visiting remarked
to Josh, “This is the nicest Library, it's just so amazing and wonderful place for our kids. And thank you so
much for the updates that are being done. We love the changes, it's especially great to see the computers
moved out of the picture book area and all the new toys and stuff for the kids to use.”

