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Programs and Services
Lauren noted that she spent much time in September preparing for the annual WLS Battle of the Books
competition on October 19. Lauren and Kathlyn coach the Edge team and Deb and Ashley coach the Trove
team. Staff spend a lot of time preparing for meetings, getting materials ready, and especially with their
teams training for the event. Ashley says, “By now, the kids have read all five books that will be used on the
Battle day. With the Battle so close, we've had the children composing their own Battle questions during our
practices to ask their teammates.” A “mock” Battle of the Books will take place at the Library on October 9,
followed by the actual competition at on Saturday, October 19 at Hommocks Middle School in Larchmont. We
wish both teams the best of luck in the competition!

During Minecraft Free Pplay Mondays in the Trove kids had a lot of fun building worlds together!

Mother Goose Play Time was (of course!) a big program throughout the month, with attendees anxiously
awaiting its return for Saturday mornings, as well. Over four sessions, the program had 140 babies up to age
24 months and 135 adults. Ashley noted that “children have really liked the use of farm animal puppets
during the songs ‘When Cows Get Up in the Morning’ and ‘I Went Walking to Town One Day.’ Many of the kids
that can already walk will come up to the front of the room to receive kisses from the duck or pig puppet.”

A local pediatric dentist visited on September 17 and presented a Dental Storytime to twenty five children.
The program was fun and puppet-filled while promoting the importance of healthy brushing and flossing
habits.
Kathlyn facilitated trainings for the STEM Buddies and Reading Buddies in the Trove. Reading Buddies has
been expanded to be throughout the year, not just the summer months, and STEM Buddies is now a weekly,
rather than biweekly. There are nine new teen volunteers. The new teen volunteers received lessons on
reading with children and using the variety of great STEM-related activities we have on hand to use with
younger kids. Kathlyn noted that “the new volunteers were very enthusiastic at the training and will make a
positive contribution to Trove programming.”

Toddler Tuesday wound down during September, to be replaced with Trove Time on Tuesdays, Thursdays and
Fridays beginning October 8. The program was a great success throughout the summer months as a filler
between Trove Time seasons. During one of the Toddler Tuesdays, during which books and toys about
dinosaurs were the focus, Ashley said “grownups had a fun time trying to figure out the proper names of each
dinosaur to tell to their children.”

Austin ran Tech Tuesdays in the Trove sessions on Digital gaming, Artificial Intelligence and Animation Design.

Lauren began two programs which will be offered on a monthly basis moving forward. She notes that “both
were extremely successful.” First, Pajama Storytime and Craft took place on the evening of September 16
and “The children had a ball coming in pajamas and cuddling with stuffed animals.”

The second new program Lauren launched was Family STEM Exploration on September 28 during which
“children and adults alike had fun experimenting with different building materials.”

Ashley ran four sessions of Stories & Stuff for ages 4-6. The themes we focused on were school, gardening,
space, and dinosaurs. We've developed a bigger crew of kids as the program has gone on throughout
September. The children especially liked the dinosaur storytime. We had a lot of fun roaring while we read
Bob Shea's Dinosaur Vs. the Library and guessing different shapes on the dinosaur in Shape by Shape by Suse
MacDonald.

Displays
Many displays were created in September, including Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur (featured in the display
cabinet at the entrance of the Trove), and book displays for Halloween, Fall, Diwali, Day of the Dead, Rosh
Hashanah, 9/11, Yom Kippur and Sukkot, and Italian Heritage Month. Women in science were highlighted in a
display celebrating Ada Lovelace Day.

Outreach and Visits
On September 25, Raquel and Lauren each visited six classrooms at United Preschool and presented a fun
Autumn-themed storytime in each room, for a total of 50 children. Raquel noted that “Several of the groups
particularly enjoyed the book, The Very Busy Squirrel b
 y Nancy Tafuri, and singing ‘Five Little Leaves.’”
Raquel and Catherine also visited the Calvary Baptist Church Annual Back to School F.R.E.S.H. Community
Supply Drive on September 14. The children and teens receive grade-appropriate school supplies at this
yearly event. The kids and teens enjoyed picking out free children’s and YA books for themselves and building
with STEM Strawbees from the Library, sitting in a police cruiser and speaking with the police officers,
participating in an outdoor yoga stretch and lunch and an ice cream dessert was served to all.

