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Programs and Services
The Sixth Annual Battle of the Books was held on October 19 with a Mock Battle in the Library on October 9
for both the Trove and Edge teams, so that  that the parents and siblings of the team members could see the
kids Battle if they were unable to attend the actual Battle day. Lauren noted, “Battle of the Books was a huge
success! We had our Mock Battle in the auditorium so that families could watch all their children’s hard work
pay off. It was well attended as audiences on the actual day of the battle are limited. The day of the Battle of
the Books was successful, as well. Although our teams did not advance to the finals, fun was had by all!”

Trove Time started back again on October 8 with sessions on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday mornings. Trove
Time continues to be a success, though there does seem to be lower attendance on Thursdays and Fridays
compared to the spring, whereas Tuesdays have maintained attendance. We attribute this to two factors:
first, an ages 2-4 program was maintained throughout the summer on Tuesdays and second, a number of the
regulars from last year have simply gone on to PreK or Kindergarten. We are trying some new things during
Trove Time, including adding and arts component with coloring and drawing. Lauren commented that during
the sessions she ran this month, “Children enjoyed a dancing theme, a baseball theme, and even a messy

theme storytime ending in bubbles to clean up! Our new addition, coloring sheets during playtime, has been a
huge hit!”

.

Raquel and Tata ran the annual Day of the Dead Altar Workshops. Over three sessions, Nine families from
different cultural backgrounds participated on it, learning about this holiday and honoring their deceased
beloved in the process.

Austin ran sessions on Music Making, Hacking, Minecraft, Robotics, Open Media Lab events, and others.

Josh had a blast running one of the Edge Which Craft? Wednesdays on October 30. His craft was Zombarbies,
during which teens zombified some of the Barbies the Library has received as donations (the response to the
call for donations via the e-newsletter was impressive!). While reluctant at first, even the boys who
participated admitted it was fun to transform the dolls.

Ashley and Lauren ran sessions of Stories & Stuff. Themes included Autumn, during which decorated their
own tree craft with fall foliage; Halloween, during which created a pumpkin craft, as well as their own candy
corn emoji faces; and Superheroes, during which children created popsicle stick superheroes flying over a
cityscape.

Outreach, Visits and Professional Development
In the beginning of the month, Raquel, Ashley and Lauren provided stories, tours and a scavenger hunt of the
Trove for 125 Mamaroneck Avenue School second graders. At the end of the month, Raquel and Lauren
visited Little Disciples Preschool to do a fun Fall storytime for 105 children. Lauren noted that
the children were left excited to visit the Trove!”
Ashley attended New York Comic Con on librarian and educator day at the beginning of October, which was
hosted at the New York Public Library's Stephen A. Schwarzman Building. Ngozi Ukazu hosted the opening
keynote and Mariko Tamaki gave the closing keynote. Both authors discussed the importance of diversity
being present in the books that children read, as well as talked about how awesome graphic novels are and
that they really do get kids interested in reading. Ashley commented, “a panel I really enjoyed included one in
which the panelists discussed specific graphic novels and how librarians could get kids to read them as well as
integrate STEAM into the program by doing an activity related to the book.”

Erik, Kathlyn and Josh met with the new Library Media Specialist at Eastview, Meredith Janmey. She is
enthusiastic and excited to work on new projects together and seems like she will be a fantastic partner

moving forward. One of the biggest discussions of the meeting was early stages planning for the 2020
Eastview Visits and how we can make those work at Eastview due to the Gallery and Auditorium renovations.
Erik, Kathlyn and Josh met with Gina Covington, who was recently promoted to heading up Neighborhood
Services at the Youth Bureau, to discuss increasing partnerships between the Bureau and the Library,
especially in regards to the Teen Lounges that the Bureau is revitalizing in Eastview and Battle Hill. Both the
Library and the Youth Bureau will greatly benefit from a closer relationship for our teen services - with Library
staff planning to visit the Teen Lounges and provide programming and the Youth Bureau able to transport
teens from the Lounges to the Library for programs.
Welcome Aboard Caroline!
Exciting news - Caroline Reddy has moved from a part-time Librarian to a full-time Librarian in the Trove. Her
first full-time day was October 7. While getting situated and learning more about Trove Time and other
programs, Caroline is actively planning STEAM-focused programming for the future. While she has been
focused on programming, she is also already having a huge positive impact upon Trove families. She
mentioned that “I have assisted patrons who speak Farsi (since I am fluent in speaking Farsi). One of the
families that come to The Trove are refugees from Afghanistan and I have had success in translating Farsi for
the family and Hannah, the volunteer who works with them. The Azizi girls often split their time between
homework help and Minecraft. It has been a joy to work with them, Hannah and their mother. There is also
another family that I have been conversing with (in Farsi) to help them locate books and helping them with the
programs that occur at The Trove. It has been wonderful to be able to help these families feel more at home.”

