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Programs and Services
The big news of November was the very successful Frozen Party on November 20 which made use of Galaxy
Hall, the Castle, along the Tree Trail entrance, and the main area of the Trove around the Compass Desk, and
even managed to involve the regular Read to a Dog program in the Story Trove. With Frozen 2 releasing on
November 22, and the popularity of the original film still very high, we expected a good turnout, but wow!
We had well over 200 children in attendance, with each child having at least one, if not two or three,
grownups with them. Kids came dressed as Anna, Elsa, and Olaf. Activities included face painting and
balloons from Creative Face Painting, a photo booth, a “snowball” scavenger hunt for a small Frozen prize,
snowflake crafts, Frozen character crafts, games such as Frozen memory and Pin the Carrot Nose on Olaf,
snow cones, and a delicious make your own marshmallow Olaf project. Following the party, Ashley hosted a
session of Frozen karaoke. She commented, “Of course, Let It Go was everyone's favorite song - we heard
eleven different renditions of it by various children! One girl sang the song and threw off her gloves, sweater,
and crown as she sang - she really let it go!” Everyone had a wonderful time at both the party and the
karaoke program.

Trove Time and Mother Goose continue to be regular draws for our local caregivers and their young ones.
Trove Time on Fridays is not seeing the attendance it used to, however, and we will be changing the program
to accomodate a second program during the week for ages 0-24 months to meet the need for baby-focused
programming. Starting in February, Mother Goose Play Time will become Trove Time: Tiny Tots and take place
on Monday and Friday mornings. The current Trove Time, for ages 2-4, will be on Tuesday and Thursday
mornings.

In November, Caroline ran her first Trove Time, which opened up with a “Hello” song welcoming the children
to story time, warm up songs such as “Open/Shut Them” and reading the books Little Splashers and Surfs Up.
The kids really loved the pop-up book, Little Splashers. Caroline noted that the kids “loved touching the pages
and their eyes widened with each page.” Following the books, they sang “Baby Shark” and other interactive
songs, including “Five Speckled Frogs” with a felt board to teach numbers.

During one of her Mother Goose sessions in November, Ashley read stories about family. She noted, “A patron
had kind things to say about the family storytime I presented! She said that ‘We were pleased to go this
morning! It was great! The librarian couldn’t have been sweeter with all the babies. Her lesson was
appropriate for the group and she switched activities quickly in an effort to keep their attention. We will
definitely be returning next Monday!’”

Erik hosted a How Did I Get Here? career panel in the Edge with staff from the Journal News in November.
Reporters, a photographer and an editor came to discuss their work in print journalism. Twenty three
teenagers attended the panel.

On November 6, the Edge held a workshop called Parenting Teenagers: an Empowerment Workshop. Anne
Duignan returned to the Edge to talk to parents of teenagers about the trials and hardships of parenting a
teenager and discussed techniques to help them understand and work with their children. Five parents
attended the session.
Lauren ran a Pajama Storytime and Craft on November 18. Ten children attended.

Ashley, Deb, Kat and Lauren hosted a Battle of the Books After Party and invited all the youth who took part
in the fourth to sixth grade team, as well as the tweens and teens in the sixth to tenth grade team to celebrate
their hard work leading up to and during the Battle of the Books! Much pizza as well as Munchkins were
consumed during the party and everyone had an enjoyable time playing board games together!

Austin ran programs in the Trove and Edge on Typing Properly, Minecraft, Game Design, Virtual Reality,
Digital Gaming, and also hosted several Open Media Lab sessions throughout the month.

Outreach, Visits, Professional Development and Other
Caroline has begun working on some new Bag-A-Tales to add to our collection. Her first will be on the theme
of Vehicles, using popular books such as Goodnight, Goodnight Construction Site and The Wheels on the Tuk
Tuk, along with various vehicle toys.
Five Post Road School first grade classes visited the Trove (107 children, 25 adults) on November 19, 20 and
21. The children enjoyed the storytimes and tours from Raquel, Lauren, Ashley and Caroline, and the teachers
were given library cards for all the students. Thank you to Mary Black and the Circulation Department staff!
On November 21, the classes surprised us by coming a day earl, however we managed to accommodate them
and Caroline and Lauren provided story times and tours. Caroline noted that the kids were really excited
about Mo Willems’ The Pigeon Needs a Bath and this led to an opportunity to discuss their favorite books and
that during her tour a lot of the kids were excited about the Pokemon and graphic novel materials we have in
the Trove. Ashley mentioned that the classes learned about where different materials are in the Trove as well
as the wonderful programs and resources we offer and that the kids were all very interested in the kinetic
marble sculpture.

Lauren and Austin went to the school district’s Family Tech Night on November 4. They demonstrated a
variety of cool technologies we offer to kids in our programs, such as robots and robotics instruction and
augmented reality experiences.

Tata created displays for Thanksgiving, Native American Heritage Month, Reading is FUN-damental, and
Winter.
In November, Ashley applied for the American Library Association / New York Library Association National
Network Congressional Key Contact Program. If accepted, she would become a key contact individual in
terms of advocacy for libraries for one elected official. She notes, “This two year program would train me to
become a better advocate for libraries.”
Kathlyn began working on the self-paced, online Project READY (Reimagining Equity and Access for Diverse
Youth) training through the University of North Carolina. So far, the course has given an overview of the
history of race in America, going back to when the concept of “white” was created in the late 1600’s. The first
few modules lay a solid groundwork for considering how a library, and individual librarians, can make a
difference in dismantling structural racism. She notes that “In particular, I really learned from the fourth
module on implicit bias and microaggressions. This module laid out the concept in a way that was very
approachable. I have a much better understanding of the way implicit bias works now, and feel better
equipped to engage with biases when I find them, in myself or in the world. I would highly recommend this
training course to everyone.”

Ashley attended the New York Library Association’s Annual Conference in Saratoga Springs, NY. She noted,
“It was such a pleasure to attend - I met so many amazing folks who work in libraries! The conference was
both incredibly fun and very informative as well. One of my favorite panels was entitled "Creating a Culture of
Yes". It was all about removing barriers to access for our patrons in order for us to try to give them the best
library experience and assist them with whatever they need. I also thought that the panel called "Behavior
Management in Early Literacy Programs" was really helpful. Running storytimes is something I do a lot of as
well as love to do! It is always useful to talk about various scenarios that happen in storytime with other
librarians to see how they've handled whatever has come up and to find a good solution.”

Erik met with Damian Powers from SWBOCES to discuss the Library hosting an art show again in 2020 for the
commercial arts program. The show in spring 2019 was fantastic and we are looking forward to hosting again
in the new Gallery space later in the spring.
Erik met with staff from Argus Analytics about next year’s Edge Summer Camps. After the meeting, he was
able to report the great news that Argus would be funding the Camps for another year, which allows us to
offer 6-7 camps throughout the summer, hire specialized instructors for the camps, and get all of the supplies
necessary.
Kathlyn and Erik toured the Youth Bureau’s revamped Teen Lounge in Battle Hill on November 13. It will be
reopening soon and Edge staff will be making visits to share Library services and programs with the teens
there.
In October, Ashley completed an application to join the American Library Association's Association for
Library Service to Children Mentoring Program as a mentee. In November, she was accepted and found out
that Georgina Rivas-Martinez would be her mentor! Georgina is currently the Young Adult and Spanish
Services Librarian at South Huntington Public Library. Ashley says, “I'm very excited to work and learn from
her since she was chosen as the Association for Library Service to Children representative in the American
Library Association's 2019 Emerging Leaders program!”

