April 30, 2020
Hello, May!
When April steps aside for May, like diamonds all the rain-drops glisten; fresh violets
open every day; to some new bird each hour we listen. ― from “The Sister Months”
by Lucy Larcom, 1881
Time is…strange…right now. Sometimes, it feels like time is ﬂying by, at others it is
at a snail’s pace. Can you believe tomorrow is already May 1? In addition to all of
the virtual events the Library is offering in May, Youth Services librarians are going to
be highlighting more observances and fun days throughout the month. Just because
we’re at home doesn’t mean we can’t celebrate! Hopefully, these will provide you
some inspiration for fun and learning at home with crafts and activities, as well as
some good reading!
Coming up within the next week, we have:
May 1 is National Space Day. Celebrate with a tasty moon craft from Ms.
Caroline.
May 2 is Free Comic Book Day. I recommend some great digital resources
for comics and graphic novels from White Plains Public Library.
May 3 is National Paranormal Day. Ms. Caroline shares some spooky reads
for kids.
May the Fourth Be With You! May 4 is Star Wars Day and you can take part
with all of the fun ideas from YS librarians.
Happy Cinco de Mayo! Ms. Tata has some great reads for you! Since May 5
falls on a Tuesday, I recommend celebrating with a Taco Tuesday! Really
enjoying the theme and your tacos? Take part in a taco-themed storytime with
Miss Lauren this Tuesday.

May is Haitian Heritage Month. Ms. Tata provides a selection of eBooks to
celebrate.
May is Asian Paciﬁc American Heritage Month. Ms. Tata has many eBook
picks to celebrate different Asian Paciﬁc American cultures.
Ramadan is taking place through May 23.
I would love to see some of the crafts and activities your children create from these
posts and the others on our website. Please send pictures or videos! I hope to hear
from you soon. Remember, you can always reply to this email or reach me on
Twitter!
Also, be sure to check out the Virtual Open Mic for Kids and Teens, tonight!, from
5:00-6:30 p.m.!
Take care,
Josh Carlson
Manager of Youth Services
jcarlson@whiteplainslibrary.org
P.S. Learn more about Jeffrey Zachmann, the kinetic
sculptor who created the sculpture in the Trove and
see some more of his amazing designs!

May Virtual Calendar
Full Calendar
Children's & Family Calendar
Teen Calendar

COVID-19 eBooks for Children

Here's a list of FREE eBooks to help your
children understand COVID-19.

Virtual Tabletop Gaming

Kids and teens in grades 4 and up are invited to
play Table Top Games online with Erik and Ms.
Ashley on May 14 and May 18. They will host the
game on Zoom and play the game on
boardgamearena.com.

May Virtual Book Bunch Events

Our ﬁrst May Virtual Book Bunch, our book discussion
group for fourth and ﬁfth graders, is on May 6. You still
have time to read Flora & Ulysses, with unlimited copies
available in Hoopla.

Daddy-Daughter Storytime
This week's books:
Jeremy Draws a Monster
The Monster Returns

Storytime Videos with Trove Librarians

Find archived footage from our Virtual
Storytimes here.

Evening Read Aloud with Miss Lauren

We have a new Elementary Read Aloud video series with Trove Librarian Lauren
and new episodes air every weeknight at 6:30 p.m. The ﬁrst book is A Whole New
Ballgame by Phil Bildner. Check our blog here for the YouTube playlist.

Absentee Ballots

Adult Services & Local History Librarian Austin
Duffy put together this voting guide for those
who need more info on the changes to the
Absentee Ballot application deadlines.

Articles Around the Web
What Parents Need to Know About Coronavirus.
Collected NYT articles covering every aspect of
parenting, working from home, and child raising
during the pandemic.
U.S. News – Homeschooling During COVID-19.
Trapped at Home? Game On! Rolling dice,

dealing cards and moving game pieces — A NY Times writer and her family are
playing board games as a survival strategy. Why are these games so soothing right
now?
How to Get Your Kids to Treat You Like Their Teacher.
Post Road Elementary is having a fun vote for the Cook Prize, which honors great
STEM picture books for kids. Watch Post Road teachers read the excellent
selections here.
An “Ode to Living on Earth” – TED Talk by Oliver Jeffers, author and illustrator of
fantastic picture books, such as Here We Are: Notes for Living on Planet Earth and
The Day the Crayons Quit.

Photo of The Week

Left: Josh Carlson, Manager
of Youth Services. Week 6 of
my working from home
mohawk.
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ngweeks #WFH
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