April 9, 2020
Hi Everyone!
I’ve been contemplating connections to people and how important they are. One of
the things I’ve been thinking about is that it’s great that the Library has been able to
pivot to providing an abundance of virtual programs and services. I am so proud of
all of the Library’s staff for their professionalism, ability to adapt, and commitment to
the community. Unfortunately, we are still missing so much of our personal
connection to our patrons. While it won’t ever be quite the same as being face-toface inside 100 Martine Ave., current technology gives us the ability to have
conversations, meetup, interact, and engage. We can practice physical distancing
without social distancing.
How can we connect more, or better? What platforms are you able to connect with –
social media Facebook, Twitter, Instagram; Zoom, something else?
More importantly, what do you need at this time? What do your kids need? How can
we help you meet those needs? Do you need more learning opportunities? Do you
need ways to de-stress or to just be entertained? Do you need a way to just “meet”
other people?
What I would really like this week is just to hear from you.
Reply to this email, it will go directly to me.
Tweet at me.
Reply to one of our many new blog posts. Do you like the content we are
putting out and ﬁnd it useful or interesting?
Take part in one of our Poetry Prompts.
Submit a PandemiComic about your experiences.
Post on the Library’s Facebook page.

In addition, the Library is working on a more comprehensive way to document the
experiences of the White Plains community during the COVID-19 pandemic. More
information about this project will be available next week.
I hope to hear from you soon.
Take care,
Josh Carlson
Manager of Youth Services
jcarlson@whiteplainslibrary.org
P.S. If you’re missing the Trove’s kinetic sculpture,
check out the “Swiss Jolly Ball” from Chicago’s
Museum of Science + Industry!

Virtual Book Bunch
with Carlos Hernandez
Take part in a virtual book discussion of Sal & Gabi Break
the Universe with Coretta Scott King Award winner, Carlos
Hernandez. eBooks of Sal & Gabi Break the Universe are
available on Hoopla.
This program and others
utilizing Zoom is sponsored
by the White Plains Library
Foundation.

Daddy-Daughter Storytime

Two books this week:
And the Robot Went…
Petey and Pru and the Hullaballo.

Battle of the Books Announcement

The titles for the annual Westchester Battle of
the Books have been ofﬁcially announced! We’d
also like to invite kids and teens to take part in
some upcoming Virtual Book Discussion Groups.

April is National Autism Acceptance
and Awareness Month
• Picture Books
• Middle Grade Fiction
• Young Adult Books

Tech Tips for Parents

Each Tuesday at 4:00 p.m., Digital Media
Specialist Austin Olney will be covering a new
topic so that parents can be best prepared to use
a variety of interesting tech resources with their
kids at home.

Virtual Storytime Playlist

Missed one of the Library’s Virtual Storytimes?
Check out recordings here!

Articles Around the Web
What Parents Need to Know About Coronavirus.
Collected NYT articles covering every aspect of
parenting, working from home, and child raising
during the pandemic.
Is There Such a Thing as Too Much Screen Time
Right Now?
22 Stress Relief Activities to Calm Yourself Down in 5 Minutes or Less.

St. Jude Childrens Hospital Creates a Coronavirus Coloring Book to Help Kids
Understand COVID-19.
Free Ebook Explaining the Coronavirus to Children by Axel Schefﬂer, Illustrator
of Classic Picture Books The Gruffalo and Room on the Broom.
And since it is something we all need, here’s Some Good News (and some good
laughs) from John Krasinski.

Photo of The Week

Above: Josh Carlson, Manager of Youth Services. Day 19? of my working from
home mohawk. Need to trim up the sides a bit. #WFH #WFHMohawk
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