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Working from home continued. Virtual program offerings in April were well received.
Trove staff offered Virtual Storytimes on Tuesday and Thursday mornings and Tuesday evenings.

Among programs that had been scheduled in-house, but
became virtual were Life Skills for Teens and Mindfulness for
Teens. Erik and Anett Barrett offered the Life Skills for Teens
program. She covered a variety of topics including how to shake
hands with someone, applying for a job, discerning fake news,
table etiquette, finances, and decision making. The program
included virtual activities involving the best course of action for
different situations, videos and a short discussion. During the
virtual Mindfulness for Teens session on April 8, a small group of
teens gathered online for an hour of mindfulness practice.
Cristina Ortiz led the teens in breathing exercises, shared
information about the impact of breathing on body and mind,
and helped the teens create their own positive mantras.
Another program that has transitioned into the virtual realm is
Book Bunch, the Trove’s book discussion for upper elementary
and middle school students, lead by Ashley and Deb. Author
Carlos Hernandez comments on Twitter following his
appearance at April 15 Virtual Book Bunch.  The group
discussed his Pura Belpre Author Award winning, Sal & Gabi
Break the Universe. Ashley noted, “We were so lucky that the
author joined to discuss his book with us and to answer any
questions we had! The kids really liked talking with him as well
as his book! The children rated the book either 4, 4.9, or 5 out of 5!”

Dungeons & Dragons for Teens may be working even better in the virtual sphere than it was in-person in the Edge.
Part-time Staff member Ben runs the program, with Josh overseeing and helping out, using two phenomenal online
tools - Roll20 and Discord. Between the two pieces of software, the seven teen participants are able to view maps,
see rooms, hear the sounds the fantasy settings, and easily make use of the various resources their characters have.
It’s been a lot of fun and will be continuing virtually through June!
Raquel offered a Virtual Outreach Storytime for families in the WJCS ParentChild+ program. Their annual in-library
visit had been scheduled during the Week of the Young Child in April, and we were very happy to be able to still
provide them a program virtually. Jessica, of WJCS, responded following the program:
Today's virtual story time was wonderful. It really brightened up a rainy day of social isolation for our
ParentChild+ families. The White Plains Public Library has been an amazing resource during this Covid-19
crisis. Families with young children truly appreciate all of the virtual programming you have available. You
are an inspiration to all of us who are trying to regroup and continue to serve families in need in Westchester
in new and creative ways. Thank you for everything you do!
We are actively organizing more virtual outreach events, including story programs for White Plains School classes in
May.
What’s the Story? e
 Newsletter: The youth and family newsletter is still coming out on a weekly basis. See the
archive of content, or subscribe, here: https://whiteplainslibrary.org/newsletter/. Josh has received some
responses to the newsletter, including images for the Documenting COVID-19: White Plains Experiences project, as
well as reference and readers advisory help. One such request came from a school-based physical therapist looking
for ebooks to support movement and physical activity. Trove staff responded, and we purchased some titles to
create this list: https://whiteplainslibrary.org/2020/04/books-to-get-moving/.
Daddy-Daughter Storytime: Josh and his daughter are recording read-alouds of picture books, and they are being
posted each Tuesday and Thursday to YouTube and as blog posts: https://bit.ly/wpplDDSTall. Daddy-Daughter
Storytime videos have received 150 views on YouTube and since March the blog posts have been viewed a total of
Erik streamed video throughout the month of April on Instagram and Facebook a variety of video content for teens:
His videos include “Joke of the Day,” “Riddle of the Day,” Read Alouds,” and weekly crafts at home. The craft videos
are based on using materials you can find around your home, improvisation is encouraged. Erik made a lava lamp,
beauty products, a small dish, and a Minion character using a toilet paper roll. More information here;
https://bit.ly/wpplEdgevideos. Some of his videos have been the most engaged posts on our Facebook account,
with many views and likes.
Viewership of our video content is increasing. On YouTube, we saw 86% increase in viewership from March - with
681 views and 418 unique viewers. Our most popular playlist was “Trove Virtual Storytimes” and the first storytime
video with Ashley had 83 views. As mentioned above, Daddy-Daughter Storytime videos had 150 views.
We keep seeing good traffic to our blog posts on the website. Staff have been working hard on creating a wide
variety of content - from ebook recommendations, to STEAM at Home projects, to parenting resources, to
celebrations and observances of holidays and events, and more. Some of the most popular posts were
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DIY Facemasks had 583 views since being published on April 13!
https://whiteplainslibrary.org/2020/04/diy-masks-and-faq/
Trove Storytimes Online, with 129 views since April 23:
https://whiteplainslibrary.org/2020/04/trove-storytimes-online/
May the Fourth Be With You!, with 99 views since April 29:
https://whiteplainslibrary.org/2020/04/may-the-fourth-be-with-you/
Celebrate Earth Day, with 76 views since April 22: https://whiteplainslibrary.org/2020/04/celebrate-earth-day/
Sora Access to Library eBooks, with 60 views since April 23:
https://whiteplainslibrary.org/2020/04/sora-access-to-library-ebooks/
Free Comic Book Day, with 53 views since April 30:
https://whiteplainslibrary.org/2020/04/free-comic-book-day/
E-Books to Help Children Understand COVID-19, with 47 views since April 28:
https://whiteplainslibrary.org/2020/04/covid-19-childrens-ebooks/
STEAM at Home: Plants from Scraps, with 47 views since April 22:
https://whiteplainslibrary.org/2020/04/steam-at-home-plants-from-scraps/
04/23 Daddy-Daughter Storytime, with 40 views since April 23:
https://whiteplainslibrary.org/2020/04/daddy-daughter-storytime-4/

Social media engagement is up.  Josh has been taking to Facebook and Twitter to actively connect with educators,
administrators, PTA members, and other community members, as well as authors, illustrators and library-tangential
individuals. He has found Twitter, especially, to be very effective at connecting with the community.

A couple of comments from staff:
Kathlyn:
I read about, experimented with, and discussed fabric masks extensively as guidelines changed many times. I found
the sheer amount of information overwhelming, so I created a post where I really tried to curate the information to
avoid recreating that stress for patrons. I went to the library to pick up our sewing machines, along with fabric,
scissors, thread, wire, and other mask-making materials. I met with a representative from the Hastings-on-Hudson
Mask Project to lend a couple of our machines and gave her some fabric as well. It was inspiring to see people
pulling together to protect essential workers during this time, and I was so pleased that we could help support that
effort. Kathyln’s post on DIY Masks: https://whiteplainslibrary.org/2020/04/diy-masks-and-faq/
Raquel:
One of my main goals has been to purchase materials for OverDrive/Libby that are not available on Hoopla and grow
that collection to bring more copies of bestseller Children's materials and greater diversity to the collection to
better reflect the White Plains community as a whole. With those goals in mind, I have purchased bestsellers,
summer reading titles, books in Spanish, books on Ramadan, Cinco de Mayo, diverse Mother's Day titles, books
about children with autism, and books to celebrate the heritage of many such as books for Jewish American
Heritage Month, Asian Pacific American Heritage Month, Haitian Heritage Month. I have also started planning for
June celebrations by purchasing materials for Juneteenth, and Pride Month. Going hand-in-hand with purchasing
these materials, I have written several blogs and virtual book display blogs to highlight these purchases, and the
materials available on Hoopla for the newsletter, and I have also been creating virtual displays on OverDrive/Libby
highlighting these. On OverDrive/Libby, I have highlighted titles that provide materials for April as National Poetry
Month, National Autism Awareness and Appreciation Month, Earth Day, Ramadan, and Cinco de Mayo. I have also
put together OverDrive/Libby virtual displays for May events which I will be publishing shortly such as Jewish
American Heritage Month, Hatian Heritage Month, Asian Pacific American Month and Mother's Day. My displays
seem to be appreciated as I have noticed many of the items have holds on them after I publish the virtual displays.

