July 30, 2020
Back to School: How Can We Help?
Well, hello there! I hope you’ve been doing well since the last What’s the Story?
came out. Have you been enjoying July? Did you attend any of our virtual programs
over the past few weeks, such as Illusionist Leon Etienne’s show on July 22, or the
Family Fun Fridays performances? If so, I’d love to hear from you about them and if
your family has been enjoying these programs. There are a few more Family Fun
Fridays still to come, see below!
In exciting news, we reopened in a limited capacity just two days ago! Find out all
about how to visit, and more, here.
Finally, I think we are all anxiously waiting to hear what will be happening with the
schools. Tomorrow is the deadline for districts to submit their plans to the State. Out
of curiosity, I’d like to know what you are hoping for: are you interested in a full
reopen for in-school education, a hybrid model of virtual/in-person learning, or 100%
remote learning (or an option for 100% remote learning instead of in-school), or
something else entirely? What are your concerns?
In addition, I’d like to know how the Library can support you as we go into the end of
the summer and the beginning of the school year. Any ideas you might have,
please send my way! Reach out to me by
responding to this email or reach me on Twitter.
Take care,
Josh Carlson
Manager of Youth Services
jcarlson@whiteplainslibrary.org

Save the Date:
Author Visit with Ibram X. Kendi

The White Plains Library Foundation, in
partnership with the Thomas H. Slater Center, is
presenting a special virtual event with the awardwinning author, historian, and thought-leader,
Ibram X. Kendi on the evening of October 28,
2020. This program will be the culmination of the
Library’s city-wide reading initiative, One Book,
One White Plains, details to be announced soon.
In the meantime, mark your fall calendars and
look into our digital and physical copies of the two
books we'll be reading: How to Be an Antiracist by
Ibram X. Kendi
(available in print and
as a digital audiobook
and eBook on OverDrive and Libby) and, for young adult
readers (and all ages), Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You: A Remix of the
National Book Award-winning Stamped from the Beginning
(available in regular print, large print, and CD audiobook from
our physical collection and as a digital audiobook and
eBook from OverDrive and Libby) by Jason Reynolds and
Ibram X. Kendi.

Family Fun Fridays
There are only three more Family Fun Fridays
left!
July 31: Stomp It Up with Rockintots
August 7: Puppet Storytime with Nicola Rose
August 14: Will Parker’s ImagineLand Concert
Family Fun Fridays are supported by the White
Plains Library Foundation.

Dive Into Diversity:
Summer Reading Highlights

Pre-K-6th Grade
Chapter Books
YA Fiction

Peculiar Picks for Younger Readers
Manager of Youth Services Josh Carlson picks
some interesting books for younger readers.
Summer Sun: Some hilarious, but informative,
nonfiction about the sun, as well as some equally
funny and educational They Might Be Giants
videos.
Pearl by Molly Idle: An absolutely gorgeous and
moving book.

Ms. Ashley Recommends
Trove Librarian Ashley has some great recommendations
for kids:
Graphic Novels
Audiobooks

STEAM at Home: Beachy Projects

Trove librarian Caroline provides some summery STEAM projects.
Find more weekly STEAM projects and videos that you can do at home.

Book Discussions for Kids & Teens
Our next Book Bunch will be held on August 19th. We'll be
discussing My Name is Spit by Daniel Isenberg, who will be
joining us for a Q&A!
We also have two upcoming teen book clubs on August
14th and 28th.

Around the Web
It’s never too early to talk about race.
The State of Play from NY Times Parenting – a
collection of fascinating articles about children and play.
Make it! Draw it! Build It! 11 books to inspire
intergenerational family activities.
Summer science resources for families.
19 enlightening & highly engaging nonfiction titles for teens.

Check out some of our powerful displays in the Trove by booking an appointment!
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