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Programs to Create a Better Society
October was a big month for Youth Services, and for the Library in general, in terms of social justice focused
programs.
Josh says, “I think this is where we, the Library, are really needed: providing and sharing programs that not
only promote inclusivity, equity and social justice, but actively create a more inclusive, equitable and just
society.”

Raising Race Conscious Kids Workshop
On October 21, we held a virtual Race Consciousness Workshop, facilitated by Sachi Ferris and Myra
Hernandez of Raising Race Conscious Children (http://www.raceconscious.org). Leading up to the workshop,
Kathlyn posted weekly “Recommended Reading” blog posts designed to get participants thinking about the
topic in advance. Those can be found here:
https://whiteplainslibrary.org/2020/09/race-consciousness-recommended-reading-part-1/.
Ms. Ferris founded the nonprofit Border Crossers, now known as the Center for Racial Justice in Education. A
former teacher, Sachi holds a Master’s degree in education. She now serves as the director and principal
blogger for Raising Race Conscious Children. Ms. Hernandez is an educator with over 20 years of experience in
the classroom. Myra also holds a Master’s degree in education, and is an early childhood literacy consultant
and curriculum developer.

Over 50 people attended the workshop, including all full-time YS librarians. The program featured breakout
discussion, exercises and interaction. It was important to hear ways to speak with children on this topic, but it
was equally important to actually work through some of the exercises which were designed to engage
participants to make them consider their own concerns, nervousness, misconceptions and implicit bias. It was
a fantastic, but also challenging, experience.

Dr. Ibram X. Kendi Visit
On October 28, the long-awaited virtual conversation with Dr. Ibram X. Kendi took place. Josh can attest: it
was “powerful and thought-provoking;” “made you take stock in what you think, what you do, and what you
could be doing;” and it was “a great experience to hear from such an important and current thinker and
writer.”

Kendi had so many important points.
● “The heartbeat of racism is denial.” Antiracism and self-reflection are the way forward. To deny when
you have been racist, is to be racist. To admit when you are, or have been, racist is to be antiracist.
● On teaching - if we’re not teaching kids to just value and see the beauty in different skin colors - then
what are we doing?
● “Society isn’t colorblind!”
● “I’m not necessarily guided by the light. I’m guided by the terror - the fact that there are three
weapons threatening humanity: nuclear weapons, war and bigotry. Either we fight or die. I just don’t
think we have any other option.”
● “I love humanity too much to just sit back and let it die.”
● “Racism is death. Antiracism is life.”
● Libraries and independent bookstores are “North Stars that will lead us into a better future.”

We would like to take this opportunity to give an extra word of thanks to the White Plains Library Foundation
for supporting both of these programs and supporting the important work of creating a better, more just and
more equitable world.

Project LIT Community Book Groups
Ashley and Raquel hosted the Library’s first Project LIT Community book discussion group for grades 4-6 since
the Library officially became a chapter of the grassroots organization. The title for the first discussion was El
Deafo by Cece Bell, which is a graphic novel that examines experiences of a deaf girl going to school. Ashley
noted that the kids “enjoyed discussing and playing trivia about it.”
Next, the Project LIT Community book group will be reading the One Book, One White Plains title, Stamped:
Racism, Antiracism and You by Dr. Ibram X. Kendi and Jason Reynold in a parent-child reading and discussion
of the book on November 18: https://whiteplainslibrary.org/2020/09/fall-project-lit-book-groups/. Ashley
notes, I've also been preparing a Project LIT book discussion for kids around Jerry Craft's New Kid. I'm looking
forward to an upcoming book discussion for kids of the first book in the 5 Worlds series that will include one of
the authors [Mark Siegel] joining us to chat about his book!”

Just the Beginning...
These programs are just the beginning of the Library’s work for social justice issues. If you want to get
involved and take action, Kathlyn provides some Antiracism: Next Steps in a blog post following Kendi’s
program: https://whiteplainslibrary.org/2020/10/antiracism-next-steps/. Project LIT Community book groups
will continue moving forward. And, we are starting what hopes to be an ongoing program series with the
school district on social justice topics, starting with:

Working with the Schools - Stamped Book Discussion

After meetings with Douglas Cronk, ELA Coordinator for the High School, and Rocco Varuolo, Coordinator for
Instructional Technology, we are excited to be in the planning stages for book discussions using the One Book,
One White Plains title, Stamped: Racism, Antiracism and You by Dr. Ibram X. Kendi and Jason Reynolds. At this
time we are looking at having 600 students from Highlands and the High School take part in groups starting at
the end of November. A culminating project may potentially involve a digital exhibit of reflections on the
reading in various formats - AV, art, and writing. This important program is receiving support from the White
Plains Library Foundation, the High School PTA and the Friends of White Plains Public Schools. We look
forward to working together on this, as well as future social justice focused programs.

Other Programs and Services
Day of the Dead / Dia de los Muertos
In conjunction with ArtsWestchester and local community members, the Library took part in a video
production celebration for Dia de los Muertos / Day of the Dead this year. Tata and Raquel filmed a section
talking about the Trove’s altar workshops and how we would be collecting images of altars made at home this
year to share on our website. The community video premiered on October 24 and featured music, dancing
and more. It can be found online here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OUvO9A8uH-c. In addition, the
online Day of the Dead altars exhibit can be seen here:
https://whiteplainslibrary.org/2020/10/day-of-the-dead-dia-de-los-muertos-virtual-exhibit/.

“How Did I Get Here?” Teen Career Panels
The Library held three virtual career panels for teens in October. Starting off, Assembly-person Michael
Buchwald spoke about his path to public service and politics. The second panel had a data analyst from Verisk
Analytics, and finally we had an entrepreneur and small business owner in the audio/video industry come and
speak to local teenagers. https://whiteplainslibrary.org/2020/10/how-did-i-get-here-virtual-career-panels/

College Admissions Workshops for Teens
We held two programs this month on college admissions. The first was in conjunction with Yonker Public
Library, a speaker from NYS Higher Education came to talk about college scholarships and grants available to
students in the state of New York. Our second panel had a college admissions counselor talk about applying
for college and going to college during the pandemic. Additional workshops are on the way and information
can be found here: https://whiteplainslibrary.org/2020/11/college-admissions-workshops/.

Jester Jim Performance
Having been rescheduled from the end of July, Jester Jim performed virtually on October 10 for the Library.
And what a hilarious show it was! Jim juggled everything from socks, to plungers, to knives and fire, and
entertained throughout. In addition, Jim was also gracious enough to allow us to share the recording of the
performance, so our community can see it whenever they would like!
https://whiteplainslibrary.org/2020/10/stream-jester-jim/

Virtual Chess Club
Austin notes, “The word is spreading! Many youth showed up for Virtual Chess Club this month and I was even
fortunate enough to see familiar faces from back when we did Tech Tuesday in person. We had multiple chess
matches between the group happening simultaneously and much fun was had.”

Trove StoryWalk
October’s StoryWalk title was The Steamboat School by Deborah Hopkinson.
https://whiteplainslibrary.org/2020/09/trove-storywalk-steamboat-school/.
Coinciding with the StoryWalk, grab-n-go activity kits featuring an Origami Boat
activity were provided to the community.  Twenty five kits were picked up to be
enjoyed at home. This will be the last StoryWalk until March, when we plan to begin

having them outside in the Plaza, however the success of the activity kits has also led to the creation of our
new Grab&Go Activity Kits.

Grab&Go Kits
https://whiteplainslibrary.org/2020/10/grabgo-kits/
The first kits released in October included Pumpkin Garland Craft Kits for teens:
https://whiteplainslibrary.org/2020/10/grabgo-grades-7-12-pumpkin-garland-kit. All of the kits were picked
up. The Grab&Go Kits that will begin in earnest in November - each kit will be marked in our online calendar
for the first date it is available.

Halloween STEAM
In addition to the Grab&Go Kits, Caroline created STEAM kits to be used during her virtual Halloween STEAM
program on October 27. She made twenty kits, which included a marker, balloon, tissue paper and a zombie
cut out. Fifteen kids (plus siblings!) joined the Halloween STEAM virtual event which started with a reading of
Fright Club b
 y Ethan Long. Caroline notes, “the kids really enjoyed the book!” She then walked them through
the process of using the kit to create a walking/dancing zombie that demonstrated static electricity. She
notes, “I am happy to report that many of our young patrons were successful and excited with the outcome of
their zombie static experiments. They tried different types of fabric and even their own hair! The kids loved
sharing their dancing Zombies and each shared if they used hair or cloth to raise their zombie. I also checked
for understanding... Many were able to explain the process of static electricity... This was the most successful
virtual program that I have had this year.”
https://whiteplainslibrary.org/2020/10/halloween-steam-project-zombie-dance/

Other Things
Professional Development
Josh organized schedules so that all full-time Youth Services staff could attend the Race Consciousness
Workshop. He felt it was important that the Library’s staff take part, so that we can take time to reflect on
how we handle and discuss the topic of race, both with kids but also in terms of being able to help our
community’s parents and caregivers. Ashley noted she felt like she “learned a lot” from the Workshop.
Caroline attended a webinar, The Power of Storytelling. She notes, “This webinar looked into the immigrant’s
story. As an immigrant, I felt that the webinar highlighted some great books. The authors also explained the
experience of never reading anything on the immigrant experience. I identified with this outsider/immigrant
experience: it wasn’t until I read Persepolis by Marjan Satrapi, that I felt that someone had captured my
childhood experience.”
Josh, Kathlyn and Raquel attended School Library Journal’s Virtual Summit on October 24. The overarching
theme of the event, Culture Shift, was about creating a more equitable world, and specifically how schools and
libraries fit into doing that. Josh found the session “Challenging the Classics” to be especially fascinating.
Three founders of the #DisruptTexts movement discussed their work and why challenging the so-called

“classic” books taught in school is important. Many such works portray racist stereotypes and the majority are
by White male authors. The presenters talked about being more critical of “classics” as well as the importance
of bringing a more diverse selection of authors and works into the curriculum. Josh is interested in having the
presenters run an event for the Library, which could be in conjunction with the school district as part of their
work together on social justice programming.

On the Web
YS librarians continue to create great content for the website. Some highlights from October include:
Ashley and Josh provided the first two posts in a new column called “Reads Revisited”
https://whiteplainslibrary.org/tag/reads-revisited/. In this ongoing column, YS librarians will re-read books
from their childhood - Ashley wrote about The Thief Lord by Cornelia Funke and Josh revisited two books by
author John Bellairs, some thirty-ish years after he read them the first time.
Caroline and Erik continued to create a wealth of at-home STEAM learning and fun:
https://whiteplainslibrary.org/tag/steam-at-home/.
Josh recommended some Diverse Graphic Novels to coincide with the release of Class Act, the companion
Jerry Craft’s Newbery Award-winning New Kid
https://whiteplainslibrary.org/2020/10/dive-into-diversity-graphic-novels/; as well as Peculiar Picks featuring
National Dictionary Day, Spooky Reads, and for the upcoming annual cancer awareness event, No-Shave
November.
Mental Illness Awareness Week is the first week each October, and Ashley, Raquel and Kathlyn provided some
recommended reading in various levels: https://whiteplainslibrary.org/tag/mental-illness-awareness-week/.
Halloween is a big deal for a lot of families in October, and we provided reading lists, at home activities, as
well as a lengthy post to help families that might not have been doing traditional trick-or-treating this year:
https://whiteplainslibrary.org/tag/halloween/.

