December 17, 2020
Hello 2021, Goodbye 2020

2020 is almost over. I know... all of the jokes about it still being March, the year that
will never end, yadda yadda yadda. But a new year is coming and with a new year
comes a time for reflection, hope and looking forward to the future; “there's reason
to believe maybe this year will be better than the last.” Soon we will be able to
join together again -- experience fun, laughter and stories together -- in person. Until
that time, please continue to join us in our virtual programs, make use of our online
catalog to request items to pick up from our Grab & Go shelves and above all, stay
healthy, hopeful and positive.
I want to thank all of you for your patience, appreciation and continued support of the
Library and our staff throughout the difficult past several months.
So, here’s to you, and to 2021!
Take care,
Josh Carlson
Manager of Youth Services
Always feel free to reach out to me at jcarlson@whiteplainslibrary.org or on
Twitter.
P.S. 2020 wasn't all bad. Check out some of our Staff Favorites of the year and let
the debates begin on what is on the year’s Best Of lists!

Need some ideas for making the
most of your snow day? See some
of our staff recommendations here.

January & February Book
Groups for Kids & Teens
The Project LIT Community book
group for Grades 4-6 will discuss
Jerry Craft’s award-winning graphic
The Library is excited to join the free
nationwide program, 1,000 Books
Before Kindergarten. This program
is designed to help caregivers
connect and prepare their children
for kindergarten by reading together.
Find out more here. This program is
supported by the White Plains
Library Foundation.

novel, New Kid on January 13,
while the Teen Project LIT
Community book group will discuss
Dear Martin by Nic Stone on
January 8. The Grades 4-8 virtual
Book Bunch will be reading The
Sand Warrior, the first book in the 5
Worlds graphic novel series, and
then discuss the book with author
Mark Siegel on January 27.

January Programs for
Younger Kids
Some great regular events for
younger children take place all
month long. See below for times
and access. More details here.
Many of these programs are
supported by the White Plains
Library Foundation.

Sit Down and Write
In November, librarians Caroline
and Kat hosted a series of creative
writing sessions for kids and teens.
We enjoyed talking about National
Novel Writing Month, fan fiction, and
fairy tales. But the quiet time to write
was everyone's favorite part of each
session. So, we've decided to set
aside some more time for creative
writing with a new weekly program
in January. More details here.

Starting January 8, 2021, the
Techno Chix, a group of young
women in the Girl Scouts, will be
teaching an 8 session workshop

Peculiar Picks

series on computer coding for
students in grades 5-8. Register and

Posterior Picks (aka Butt Books)

find out more here.

Book Lovers, Pt. 1

College Workshops and
Career Panels for Teens
In January, we will host two career
panels on January 11th & 28th and
two college admissions workshops
on January 6th & 19th.

In this Reads Revisited, Trove
librarian Caroline revisits The Last
Unicorn by Peter S. Beagle

STEAM Picture Books
In this new series, Caroline
recommends great Science,
Technology, Engineering, Art and
Mathematics picture books.

Celebrations and
Observances in
December
International Day of Disabilities December 3
Christmas and New Year's

Hanukkah
Kwanzaa
Navidad and Dia de Reyes

Our librarians share a list of fresh
new books for children and
teens.
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