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Programs and Services
Youth Book Groups
Stamped
During the last week of November and ﬁrst week of December, library staﬀ
collaborated with school district staﬀ to provide book groups to over 600 students in
Highlands and the High School with the One Book, One White Plains and Project LIT
Community tle Stamped: Racism, An racism, and You by Jason Reynolds and Ibram
X. Kendi. Over the course of four days, Ashley, Erik, Josh, Kathlyn, and Lauren from
Youth Services, along with Kristy from Adult Services, and Library Director Brian
Kenney took part in 39 separate book discussion sessions. The discussions were
varied, insigh ul, and thought-provoking which is all the more interes ng
considering they focused on just the introduc on to the book! Round two (of three)
discussions will take place during January and focus on the ﬁrst half of the book.
Josh notes he was quite moved by the response of one of the students, during a discussion on ac ons that can
be taken to create a more socially just and equitable society. The student commented,

"We should be upstanders, not bystanders."
Teen Project LIT Community
On December 4, Kat and Lauren hosted the December teen
Project LIT Community book discussion group which read
Scythe by Neal Schusterman. In addi on to discussion
they played a fun Jeopardy-style trivia game.
Looking ahead
Ashley, Kat, Lauren and Raquel have several book groups
coming up. Ashley and Raquel are running a Project LIT
Community book group on January 13 with Newberry
Award-winning graphic novel, New Kid by Jerry Cra .
Ashley notes that there are already registered for the
discussion. Later in the month, they are hos ng a discussion of the diverse
sci-fantasy tle The Sand Warrior, which is the ﬁrst volume of the 5 Worlds graphic
novel series by Mark Siegel, who will be visi ng the discussion, and is a local author,
illustrator, Sibert Medal nominee, and the editorial director of First Second Books
Ashley has noted that interest in these book groups has grown, with 13 already
registered for the New Kid discussion and The Sand Warrior!
Kat and Lauren will be running another Project LIT Community discussion on January
8 with the tle Dear Mar n by Nic Stone, which is an excellent choice around MLK

Day with the main character processing trauma c events around him by wri ng le ers to
Dr. Mar n Luther King, Jr.
More informa on on these book groups, as well as ones upcoming in February, can be
found on our website.
● h ps://whiteplainslibrary.org/2020/11/upcoming-kids-tweens-book-discussions/
● h ps://whiteplainslibrary.org/2020/12/january-project-lit-book-club-for-teens/

Virtual Board Games
Ashley and Erik hosted sessions online tabletop games for kids and teens. They played a variety of online board
and card games using a combina on of Zoom and the online pla orm Board Game Arena. The programs were
full of laughs and compe ve games.

3D Design & Prin ng Camp
Erik taught a three part workshop for Middle Grade students during the holiday break. Each day the students
learned a diﬀerent type of 3D design so ware and were given challenges for crea ng 3D models. On the ﬁrst
day,the students learned TinkerCAD, a shape based CAD program. Students designed a chess pawn, and a
couple of students designed 3D puzzle cubes. In the second session, students learned Leopoloy, a mesh design
program (like sculp ng a block of clay). Students designed a li le piggy and a vase. On day three, students
learned SketchUp, an architectural CAD program and prac ced designing a room. Using the new 3D printers)
purchased with funds from Con Edison (which replaced the ones donated to help PPE construc on in the
Spring) Erik will print two to three objects for each student to come and pick up at a later date.

A blog post about this camp will soon be available on our website.

Code Heroes Camp
Originally scheduled for over the summer, but postponed due to the pandemic, we were able to virtually host
the Code Heroes Camp in early December. Made possible as a venture between WLS and Digital Arts
Experience (DAE), with funding from AT&T, DAE oﬀered the week-long camps to every WLS library for free this
year. Code Heroes was a week-long workshop for Middle Grade students to learn about coding. The kids
learned to use Scratch to create a “choose your own adventure” style game that focuses on cyber-bullying.

Grab & Go: Kits
Grab & Go: Kits are deﬁnitely popular! Over the course of December, we put out 7 diﬀerent Kits across the
various age/grade levels. Tata’s K-3 kit, for example, had 30 available in the ﬁrst round that went quickly, but
with the school break, she put out a second round of 30 and they were also quickly picked up. All total, we
distributed 177 Kits to the community. Topics included
● the le ers D and E in PreK AtoZ Kits,
● Winter in Grade K-3 Kits,

● LED Creatures (h ps://whiteplainslibrary.org/2020/12/grab-go-grades-7-12-string-art-snowﬂakes/) and
Binary Beading which lined up with Aus n’s Binary Coding program
(h ps://whiteplainslibrary.org/2020/12/december-coding-programs/) in Grade 4-8 STEAM Kits
● String Art Snowﬂakes in Grade 7-12 Cra Kits
(h ps://whiteplainslibrary.org/2020/12/grab-go-grades-7-12-string-art-snowﬂakes/), and
● Rubber Band Powered Cars
(h ps://whiteplainslibrary.org/2020/12/grab-go-grades-7-12-string-art-snowﬂakes/) and in Grade 7-12
STEAM Kits.
Regularly Oﬀered Programs for Younger Kids
Virtual Story me for Ages 2-6, Storybook Dancing from Steﬃ Nossen School of Dance, Bilingual Music Time
with Nancy Hersha er, and ROCK OUT! with Spencer Corona all occur regularly each month. We had 42
a endees at these programs throughout the month. In addi on, we hosted musician Graham Clarke for a
program on December 28 with 26 kids in a endance.

January’s lineup of events for younger kids can be found here:
h ps://whiteplainslibrary.org/2020/12/january-events-for-younger-kids/
Aus n Olney’s Programs
Aus n hosted Virtual Chess Club, Virtual Youth Meetup, Binary Coding, and Tech for Parents session on Coding
Resources.

Reads Revisited
In this month’s installment of “Reads Revisited,” in which YS librarians re-read books from their childhood,
Caroline revisited The Last Unicorn by The Trumpet of the Swan by Peter S. Beagle.
h ps://whiteplainslibrary.org/2020/12/reads-revisited-the-last-unicorn/
STEAM Picture Books
Caroline con nued her monthly STEAM Picture Books in December, focusing on T - Technology themed picture
books, along with some ac vi es: h ps://whiteplainslibrary.org/tag/steam-books/
Snow Day!
We celebrated the ﬁrst Snow Day oﬀ from school with a blog post full of reading and ac vi es. Lots of great
stuﬀ here! h ps://whiteplainslibrary.org/2020/12/hey-kids-its-a-snow-day/
December Holidays and Celebra ons
We oﬀered up a wealth of reading related to December holidays and celebra ons, including Hanukkah,
Kwanzaa, Christmas, Navidad, Día de Reyes and the New Year. Find all of the reading lists here:
h ps://whiteplainslibrary.org/tag/observances-and-celebra ons/.

Dive into Diversity: Interna onal Day of Persons with Disabili es
Trove and Edge librarians highlighted diverse tles in honor of the Interna onal Day of Persons with Disabili es
on December 3: h ps://whiteplainslibrary.org/tag/interna onal-day-of-persons-with-disabili es/

Peculiar Picks
Josh had two entries for his Peculiar Picks column. The ﬁrst is probably his most high-brow (not) so far,
celebra ng Hilarious Heinies, Rear End Reads, Posterior Picks (BUTT BOOKS!).
h ps://whiteplainslibrary.org/2020/12/peculiar-picks-12/
The second Peculiar Picks for December celebrates characters who love books, in honor of the kick oﬀ of the
Library’s 1000 Books Before Kindergarten program on January 1.
h ps://whiteplainslibrary.org/2020/12/peculiar-picks-14/
Professional Development
Erik a ended a workshop on Burnout & Stress. The presenter, Ryan Dowd, talked about the science behind
Burnout and gave sugges ons on how to deal with burnout yourself and how to help co-workers.
Tata a ended a webinar oﬀered by NYLA's sec on EMIERT called Comba ng An semi sm & Islamophobia
with Mul cultural Children's Literature.
Kathlyn a ended a VisionLabs webinar through WLS. The presenters talked about how libraries can be er
serve visually impaired patrons. She notes, “I found this a really interes ng topic, especially as the presenters
gave speciﬁcs on the do’s and don'ts in a library se ng. I’m glad to have further resources to use with the Build
a Be er Book project in the future.”

Kathlyn and Ashley a ended WLS Ba le of the Books mee ngs. Kathlyn notes, “Given the uncertainty we’ll
s ll face in 2021, we decided to host an informal virtual tournament spread out over the course of the
summer. I think this is a great solu on and will be a really fun way to make sure our kids and teens can s ll
have a fun BOB experience.”
1000 Books Before Kindergarten
Our new 1KB4K program kicks oﬀ on January 1. More informa on can be
found here:
h ps://whiteplainslibrary.org/2020/12/1000-books-before-kindergarten/

