May Calendar of Events for Adults
April saw the arrival of the Harriet Tubman – Journey to Freedom sculpture by
Wesley Wofford at Renaissance Plaza. In conjunction with this historic visit by
the sculpture, the Library and many other community partners organized events
related to Harriet Tubman, the Underground Railroad, and more, continuing in
May and June. Other highlights in May include a workshop on Political
Redistricting (5/9), an author event with Sheri Koones on small
homes (5/11), a presentation on Anti-Asian Hate (5/19) and a Job Coaching
workshop (5/19). Find a full listing of our May programs below with details on
attending.
You can reach us Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., Friday 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m., Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sunday from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. at 914422-1400, by texting WPPL to 66746, or by emailing us anytime.
Ideas for programs or activities? Send them my way.
Take care,
Brian Kenney
Library Director
bkenney@whiteplainslibrary.org
Note: Most newsletters will be clipped at the bottom when they reach your
inbox. Please make sure you click on [Message clipped] View entire
message at the bottom of your email for the full newsletter.
To attend a virtual event, either
register through the provided link or,

if attendance is open, visit the link for
information on joining on the date the
event occurs. Adult events are in
orange, events for parents are in
yellow, and events for assorted age
groups are in blue. NOTE: To
increase security in youth-focused
programs, we are now requiring
attendees to have a Zoom account
to login to the event. Creating an
account is easy and free.

We appreciate support from the
White Plains Library Foundation
for many of our programs. Events
funded by the Foundation are noted
with an

.

The Maritime
Underground
Railroad
Tuesday, May 3
7:00–8:00 p.m.
Historian David Cecelski has

Future is Female
Book Discussion
Monday, May 2
2:00–3:00 p.m.
Ellen O’Connell, White Plains
resident and retired English teacher,
will moderate a discussion of Smile:
The Story of a Face (2021), by
Sarah Ruhl, playwright, MacArthur
genius, and Pulitzer Prize winner.
Ruhl reflects on her long and
arduous battle with Bell’s palsy after

chronicled the world of slave and
free black fishermen, pilots,
rivermen, sailors, ferrymen, and
other laborers who, from the colonial
era through Reconstruction, plied
the vast inland waters of North
Carolina from the Outer Banks to the
upper reaches of tidewater rivers.
Demonstrating the vitality and
significance of this local African
American maritime culture, David
will also reveal its connections to the
Afro-Caribbean, the relatively

giving birth to twins and finds hope

egalitarian work culture of seafaring

where it is least expected. The book

men who visited nearby ports, and

is available in the Library's
collection. Libby has the eBook

the revolutionary political tides that
coursed throughout the black

and digital audiobook. Click here

Atlantic. Click here to register.

for the Zoom link.

Lunchtime
Meditation @ the
Library
Wednesday, May
4, 11, 18, 25
12:00–12:45 p.m.
Brief beginning instruction followed
by meditation. No experience or
special equipment needed. A variety
of guest instructors will lead the
program. For the Zoom link, click on
the date(s) you wish to attend: 5/4,
5/11, 5/18, 5/25.

Poetry Slam &
Open Mic
Wednesday, May 4
7:00–9:00 p.m.
Join Zork and Kristen for our First
Wednesday Poetry Slam! Preregistration is required to try and
accommodate as many poets as
possible. Register here to attend or
perform. Please be sure to provide
an active email address as we will
contact you to confirm whether you
will be performing or just attending.
Adults & teens welcome!

Short Story Book
Discussion Series

Slow Reading
Book Discussion

Thursday,
May 5 & 26
2:00–4:15 p.m.

Monday,
May 9 & 23
2:00–4:00 p.m.

Join Librarian Barbara Wenglin for
our Spring 2022 Short Story Series
using the rich anthology, 100 Years

For the May sessions, the group will
return to Chekhov's great
predecessor Leo Tolstoy, engaging

of the Best American Short Stories,
focusing on the theme of family
matters. For 5/5, read "Fiesta" by

in a detailed exploration of "The
Death of Ivan Ilych," translated by
Louise and Aylmer Maude. The text

Latino Pulitzer Prize author, Junot
Diaz (p.527). 12-year-old Yunior
from a Dominican immigrant family

can be found in Great Short Works
of Leo Tolstoy. Leading the group
is Ellen Lambert, who has a Ph.D.

deals with an abusive father and a
shocking secret. For 5/26, read

from Yale in English and taught
high-school English at The Dalton

"Diem Perdidi" by Julie Otsuka
(p.673). Title from the Latin: "I have
lost the day." Artfully crafted with

School for over 25 years. Feel free
to contact Ellen at
ellenzlambert@gmail.com or 914-

repetitive, poignant lists of the things
"she remembers," the story follows a
mother's journey with dementia.

582-4050 with any questions. For
the Zoom link, click on the date(s)
you wish to attend: 5/9, 5/23.

Anthology is available to borrow in
print, also as an eBook in Hoopla
and Libby with a copy kept at Hub

Desk for reading in the Library.
Program made possible with support
of the Friends of the Library. Click
here to register.

Political Redistricting
Monday, May 9
7:00–8:00 p.m.
Every ten years, states redraw their
political maps to reflect population
changes based on Census data. But
often the newly formed districts
reflect racial or partisan
gerrymandering that strengthen
some groups at the expense of
others. This program will discuss
how to ensure that redistricting
allows for equal representation.
Click here to register.

Harriet Tubman Union Scout, Spy,
and Freedom Fighter
Tuesday, May 10
7:00–8:00 p.m.
Well known for her Underground
Railroad activities leading enslaved
people to Freedom, Tubman also
served as a valuable scout, spy and
fighter for the Union Army. Cultural
historian, John Vorperian will
discuss the rarely shared stories of
Tubman's successful military
exploits in disrupting Confederate
outposts and supply lines during the
Civil War. Click here to register.

Individual Tech Help
Wednesday, May 11
10:30–11:30 a.m. &

Tuesday, May 17
2:00–3:00 p.m.
Need help with a general computer
issue or have questions about a
particular piece of technology? Ask
Digital Media Specialist Austin Olney
in this virtual assistance program.
Whether a beginner or advanced
user, all are welcome. Register in
advance for the date(s) you wish to
attend: 5/11, 5/17. Please be sure
to provide your email address.

Small Houses:
Bigger Than Tiny,
Smaller Than
Average
Wednesday, May 11
7:00–8:00 p.m.
The mass shift away from expensive

Navigating the
Stars
Tuesday, May 17
6:00–7:00 p.m.
Have you ever wondered how
ancient people told time? Or
traveled from point A to point B
without a smartphone or compass?
How slaves made it over the
Underground Railroad to freedom?
How sailors used to travel to far
away countries over the seven
seas? Learn about Nathaniel
Bowditch, the father of modern
navigation and how he taught
illiterate men to calculate from and
follow the stars. Learn which
constellations matter most in the
northern and southern hemispheres.

urban living has resulted in people
searching for smaller, more
affordable homes. In this
presentation, Sheri will provide
examples of small-house options
around the country, including ADUs
(accessory dwelling units). She'll
discuss a range of topics from
heating and ventilation systems, to
flexible spaces, wet rooms, and
prefabrication. SHERI KOONES is
an expert on the subject of small
houses and sustainable building,
having written nine previous books
on the topic. She has written
numerous articles about home
construction for AOL Real Estate,
Smart Homeowner, and Builder
magazine. She is a regular
contributor to Forbes.com. Her
newest book, Bigger Than Tiny,

Best of all, take home a star map
and learn how to participate in
orienteering and other activities in
your own neighborhood. For Grades
4+, Teens and Adults. Click here for
the Zoom link.

Smaller Than Average will be
released on March 15. Click here to
register.

Digital Library
Resources
Anti-Asian Hate: The
Past and the Present
Thursday, May 19
7:00–8:00 p.m.
A discussion of past Anti-Asian
sentiment in this county up to the
present, the causes and how we can
promote understanding. Click here
to register.

Wednesday, May 18
10:30–11:00 a.m.
Join Digital Media Specialist Austin
Olney and learn about popular
online library resources. Beginners
are encouraged, all are welcome.
For adults, parents.
Register in advance here.

Upwardly Global Job
Coaching
Zoom Tips & Tricks
Wednesday, May 25
2:00–2:30 p.m.
Participants of this session will learn
tips and tricks for attending (and
hosting) Zoom events. Click here to
register.

Thursday, May 19
7:00–8:00 p.m.
Please join us to learn about
Upwardly Global's Free Job
Coaching Program, which provides
tools for finding professional-level
jobs in the US! For the last 20 years,
Upwardly Global has worked with
newcomers to the U.S. who have
college degrees or professional

training and are looking to get back
into their professional career fields.
Click here for the Zoom link.

Forever Young Adult
Book Club
Thursday, May 26
7:00–8:00 p.m.
Forever Young Adult is a group for

Book 'Em
Wednesday, May 25
2:30–3:30 p.m.

YA fans who are a little less "Y" and
a bit more "A." Whether you're a
regular YA reader or you need a
break from your usual "To Read" list,
all are welcome! We will discuss
Today Tonight Tomorrow by Rachel

Library Director Brian Kenney will
lead a discussion of Rachel Howzell
Hall's These Toxic Things. “This
cleverly plotted, surprise-filled novel
offers well-drawn and original
characters, lively dialogue, and a

Lynn Solomon at this session. This
book is available in print. This book
club is made possible by a
partnership between Yonkers Public
Library and White Plains Public
Library. For information on

refreshing take on the serial killer
theme. Hall continues to impress.”—
Publishers Weekly. This title is
available in print. For information on
joining, click here.

attending, click here.
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