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From: Joshua Carlson, Manager, Youth Services

Harriet Tubman - Journey to Freedom
From April 1st through June 30th, the Harriet Tubman – Journey to
Freedom sculpture by Wesley Wofford will be on display in
Renaissance Plaza in downtown White Plains. In conjunction with this
historic visit by the sculpture, the Library and many other community
partners are organizing events related to Harriet Tubman, the
Underground Railroad, and more, throughout April, May, and June.
The second StoryWalk featuring the picture book Follow the Drinking
Gourd by Jeanette Winter is available for viewing on the Library Plaza now.
Josh hosted the first event in the series of events related to the Journey to Freedom statue on
April 5 : Harriet, Tubman Herself, a virtual one-woman performance about the life of Harriet
Tubman. Josh noted, “the performance was powerful and from the questions asked by
attendees at the end, you could tell it had an impact and got them thinking about Tubman’s life
and meaning.”
Caroline hosted the first related Book Bunch, featuring the graphic novel title The Underground
Abductor by Nathan Hale. She reported, “The kids were super excited and are aware of the
issues presented in the book. For example, as Team A was getting all the questions right, and
they were willing to be fair, (Team A decided to wager 4000 points to be fair to Team B who only
scored 400.) I believe this shows that they are aware of the difference between equity and
equality.”
A full listing of the Library’s events through June can be found here:
https://whiteplainslibrary.org/2022/03/harriet-tubman-programs-and-events/
Programs

Award-winning cartoonist Rick Stromoski returned for another virtual workshop, Let’s Draw
Superheroes!, on April 28 - National Superhero Day. Kids learned how to draw funny
superheroes like Mosquito Woman and Shark Man, and on the fly Rick taught them how to
draw a character based on their suggestion of something in their house - a shower head!

Erik offered a 3D Printing Workshop for Adults in hybrid (virtual and in-person) format. In the
program, participants learned how to use three different 3D design software programs;
TinkerCad, SculptGL, and OnShape. Adults worked on different projects using each program.
The final project was designing a dovetail box.

During Spring Break Week, Erik offered the hybrid workshop series, Graphic Design with the
Cricut Maker for Middle School Students in which participants learned graphic design
techniques using Inkscape and how to turn their designs into projects that can be made using
the Cricut Maker. Teens made a bookmark, sticker and greeting card.

Ashley and Erik hosted two sessions of Virtual Tabletop Gaming. Erik reported, “We played a
variety of games with teens using Board Game Arena like Solo, Go Nuts for Donuts, 7 Wonders,
Spot It and Sushi Go. Tweens and Teens got to socialize and challenge each other in a safe,
virtual environment.”

Ben and Erik ran two sessions of Virtual Dungeons & Dragons.
Erik reports,
The aftermath of the tournament was not easy to deal with. There were many injured
people and a lot of destruction. The new Emperor invited the group to meet with him.
He was surprised to learn that they only joined the tournament to warn him of the
attack but the warning came too late. In the meeting they made sure that their friend,
Inquisitor Jamshed, who lost his hands during the tournament, would be taken care of.
The Emperor had a new task for them, to find his brother on the front lines of the war, to
organize an attack on the creatures that ruined his tournament. This new quest required
supplies. The heroes found the merchant they had used during the tournament to find
some new supplies. During this meeting they decided to bargain for the merchant’s
monkey. They won the bargain, but nearly killed the somewhat disreputable merchant in
the process. They decided to rob him while he was unconscious, but didn’t take too
much. After that they set to the sea where they were attacked by a group of pirates, the
leader was a powerful sorcerer himself. It was a difficult battle that nearly took the lives
of the heroes and the ship mates who were taking them across the sea. But the tides of
the battle turned shortly before the session ended.

Austin held sessions of several youth STEAM programs: Create a Minecraft World, Engineering
Time for Youth, Game Design for Youth, and Fortnite for Teens.
Professional Development, Displays and A BIG ANNOUNCEMENT!
Erik and Caroline met Stepehn Scoltish from the local 4H chapter in Westchester. Erik took
Stephen on a tour of the Library’s programming rooms and Library plaza and they discussed a
variety of programs that Stephen could run during the Summer and after school programs in the
Fall.
Erik met with Diana Jones from Gateway Admissions, a college counseling group. Erik provided
a tour of the Library to look at program spaces and discussed hosting programs at the library.
On April 7, Josh viewed the hearing, Free Speech Under Attack: Book Bans and Academic
Censorship held by Representative Jamie Raskin (D-Maryland), Chairman of the Subcommittee
on Civil Rights and Civil Liberties, which is part of the House Committee on Oversight and
Reform.
https://oversight.house.gov/legislation/hearings/free-speech-under-attack-book-bans-and-acad
emic-censorship.
Josh comments, “It was fascinating to see something we discuss so much in the Library being
talked about at the Federal level. Rep. Raskin made some amazing statements about the

absurdity of the challenges and bans around the country, and how they are founded in racism
and bigotry. Following was testimony from a variety of people:
Students from around the country testified, impressively, to the impact of censorship upon
them and their peers - the fear it is creating amongst especially BIPOC and LGBTQ students:
‘I really wish that political polarization wasn’t dictating our education. I want to learn
about my friends even if I disagree with them. I want us to understand one another…
Please make this the last generation of marginalized youth that have to grow up and feel
invisible and ashamed of themselves.’
‘It is important to teach a student inclusion just so they can save a person's life by
showing compassion… Give them the resources to love themselves for who they are.’
‘These books have the power to change a cold heart to warm. This is not indoctrination,
it is education.’
School librarians and teachers also testified. This testimony from Samantha Hull , school
librarian PA, is worth reading:
https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/Hull%20Testimony_0.pd
f
Then, to hear Ruby Bridges, was awe-inspiring.
‘My books are written to bring people together. Why would they be banned? … So I say,
if we are going to have a conversation about banning books, then I say that conversation
is long overdue. Let’s have it. But it must include all books. If we are to ban books for
being too truthful, then surely we must ban those books that distort or omit the truth.’
Perhaps one of the most powerful moments came from Rep. Rashida Talib (D-Michigan). Crying,
talking about being Muslim, raising two children, she said:
‘Our children simply want to exist as they are. They want to be loved, they want to feel
human...They want to feel like they belong… This is so difficult because it’s not just
about the books, right? It’s about being human, in our country… And so I just look
forward to the day when our children can read the history, right? In a class, about the
sad, hateful bigots who tried to drag America backwards, and I hope it inspires them to
be fighters…’”

As Secretary of the Youth Services Section (YSS) of the New York Library Association (NYLA),
Ashley attended an all day in-person Executive Board meeting and the all day in-person NYLA
YSS Spring Conference at the Rivers Casino in Schenectady, NY. She reports, “Young adult
author Chris Crutcher was the keynote speaker and talked about the harm book banning and
censorship can do to children and teens. I really liked the following quote he said ‘When you
ban a book, you ban a kid...those kids get to see who gets diminished. Who we don't want to
talk about’. I also attended a few workshop presentations. The first was on Censorship from All
Sides and Crutcher discussed censorship as he has experienced it, from the early 1980s to now.
Another was on Welcoming LGBTQ+ Patrons and the presenter talked about ways to better
support LGBTQ+ patrons. Last was We Need Diverse Books Programming, with two presenters
that discussed ways to actively promote a diverse collection of books and get them into the
hands of patrons.”
As a participant in the American Library Association (ALA) Emerging Leaders program, Ashley
attended four meetings in April with the other members of the group working on the
Welcoming and Engaging Students in ALSC and Children's Services project. She reports, “We
talked about the similarities as well as differences in our research, began writing and editing our
project paper, and started working on an infographic with key takeaways from the research we
finished.“

The Castle will be opening as a Grades 4-6 space, like a pre-Edge space, starting May 16 from
4-8 in the evening. Ashley, Erik, Caroline, Josh and Lauren have been working on ideas to
incorporate into the space and there will be activities such as arts and crafts, games, puzzles
and STEM projects. In addition, there will be a small coffee table, bench and seating area near
the window to hang out at to do those things!
Trove Displays and Exhibits
El Dia, Celebrate Asian American Pacific Islander Heritage Month, Cinco de Mayo, May the 4th
Star Wars, Mother’s Day, Celebrate Hatian Heritage, and more.

Finally, a big CONGRATULATIONS to Kathlyn who gave birth on April 20 to a
beautiful baby girl, Nora.

